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Question one
The link between the US and Latin America
      The United States and Latin America have had relations for a long time. Immigration, trade, and drug trafficking has since been the three significant ways Latin American countries interact with the US. This paper will reflect on immigration and drug trafficking between these countries, and how the governments are working to curb the problem.

Drug trafficking
      Peru and Colombia produce Coca, which is used to make cocaine, while Mexico is known for the cultivation of opium used in making heroin. Drug trafficking organization's in Mexico and Colombia continue to pose a significant challenge towards the fight against the smuggling of hard drugs into the US. The Caribbean and Florida are the main route used by these smugglers. There have been regional efforts by these governments to fight against narcotics, either through strengthening law enforcement against illegal drugs or thorough investigation of these drug cartels. The US Congress, for example, has supported the Central America Regional Security Initiative by supplying communication devices and transportation used to track down these drug lords. Collaboration by governments has seen a reduction in the cultivation and supply of heroin and cocaine into the United States. Although the problem is still persistent, the governments are positive that with time, the issue of drug trafficking will be reduced.

Immigration
      The issue of illegal immigration from Latin America, especially Mexico, into the United States has been a headache to the Federal government. Most of the immigrants move in search of economic freedom, while others move to be with their family, to Escape political instability and famine in their countries. Some illegal immigrants are those with expired VISA and work permits. Being an illegal immigrant is a violation of the Federal laws despite immigrants bringing an advantage to the economy. The undocumented people bring economic growth and increase the tax collected annually by the US government. It is also a fact that there is a strain in resources and overpopulation in some states. Trump's government has worked hard to deport these illegal immigrants. A drop in the number of unlawful foreigners has been attributed to the strict measures placed on the boarders to curb the spread of covid-19. The issue of illegal immigration is still a key issue despite the reduction in numbers of immigrants

Question two
China as a neo-colonial predictor in Latin America.
       Neo-colonialism refers to Western countries creating and over-dependency in them by developing and third world countries. China has particularly taken an interest in investing in most countries in Latin America despite other countries avoiding such moves. A lot of infrastructural development in Latin America has been attributed to its relations with China. It has been debated that China's relationships are more self-driven and not aimed at liberating them economically ("How Chinese Investment In Latin America Is Changing"). There have been adverse effects of such relations with China, such as unfavourable policies, huge debts, and the issue of expatriation.

Unfavourable policies 
       China's investments in countries like Ecuador and Venezuela have procured loans at their expense. Loans given to these countries have come with oppressive terms. For example, Ecuador is required to send 90% of its crude oil to China until 2024. This is an agreement signed in 2009. This means that only 10% is available for local consumption and export to other countries. This agreement is regressive to the economic situation in the country while benefiting the Chinese government more. Venezuela is also required to send 330,000 barrels of oil to China daily.

Huge loans 
      The Chinese government continues to provide loans and investments in countries such as Argentina, Venezuela, and Ecuador, despite them not being able to pay the existing loans. China gives such states more loans that the world bank does. This trend of continuously borrowing has caused an overdependency such that the countries get addicted to the loans. These countries fall into huge debts they are not able to finance leading to financial slavery to Argentina for example, continues to borrow money despite being under a huge debt

Issue on expatriation
     Part of the Chinese agreement of lending money or developing infrastructure comes with the condition that their Nationals will be part of the workforce (Jenner). Chinese expatriates in Latin American countries have taken up job opportunities that would have been given to citizens. As a result, more young people lack employment. There is also the issue of lack of pride in the buildings, roads, and other infrastructure built by the Chinese government since citizens did not actively take part in the construction. Complaints of Chinese workers oppressing people in these countries and not being charged have also been rampant.

      In conclusion, the Chinese interest in Latin America has brought about infrastructural development but also the issue of enormous debt and overdependency. A lot of mixed reaction and concern about such relations is still an issue of debate since some argue that the benefits overweigh the cons while others are against it. Some citizens in these countries are in support of the borrowing while others are concerned with the enormous foreign debt.
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